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The ‘dark side’ of Participation
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MAMLL as a Case Study
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Bwe take the view that the programme offers applicants an opportunity to examine and consider
their practice and current ideas and to do this with the assistance and help of others on the

programme”’
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The Tyranny of Participation

* Participation: The New Tyranny, A
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The idea of the “tyranny of participation” has helped me understand my reactions to that — that 1
was aware of it at the time and of a chronic feeling of guilt and failure at not participating more (and
a recognition that if I could only do so I would get more as well as give more) but the very process of
others being “understanding” and seeking to be more “supportive” towards me was experienced by
me as profoundly uncomfortable and ultimately threatening — aggressive even. The reaction it
provoked in me was to further distance myself from the group/set and disincline me to any interaction
as this was always uncomfortable and only sometimes useful. Whilst I did not respond, I did read the
postings and a number of comments were clearly barbed, designed (and effective) to provoke guilt
and a sense of failure. I was also conscious that my lack of response infuriated other set members,
even though this fury was cloaked in concern (possibly even from themselves).
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Apologies for not being around, but I spent that last part of last year overseas uncontactable. Over
xmas had some interesting personal dramas to contend with so MAML has not featured in my life.
As from this week end I will be back in the land of the living.

+

g

1t is quite obvious that my participation during this set was very poor. This is due to several reasons
but mainly due to work and travel requirements

&

Considering my level of participation during the previous period I don’t think it is fair to expect any
contribution from any set member during the preparation stage other than reading and commenting
on the final draft. This may make it very hard for me to proceed with my dissertation but it is just
fair. At the same time I should be able to be more active and responsive to the online discussions and

posting
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It feels like a very long time since we were all last together - and a very long time until we will
be again.

Can we take 5 minutes out of academia for a social thread?

I mean no offence to my current set in any way shape or form, but I'm missing my last set and
news from everyone else - on life in general...
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Its a shame I can't be full of fun and sunny stuff just yet. If you have been following [learning
set], you'll know things have been a bit rough of late. I don't know if its the 'stress' of MAMML
but my usual coping mechanisms seem to have deserted me

Why is picking up the phone such a hard thing to do? I am sure we all feel the same. I had to say

to my poor mum not call after 2100 or she would get no sense out of me! Just soooo tired
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On the home front I am feeling the MAML pinch a bit - and did something I have never done
before which was to be away for one of my children's birthdays as a result of booking some work
in Dublin - I am in big debt to my 17yr old - I do not recommend it!

In common with most people I guess, life these last few months has really been a case of trying
to achieve a balance. Personally this has invariably resulted in me prioritising time with [family
members] over everything else!
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On the private front I have to admit, that I have found it difficult to really share with my wife and
friends, what the programme means to me, does to me and challenges me on. Seems a bit like a
lonely and remote experience in that sense, especially when we do not see each other that often.
Feel that I am on an exciting learning journey, not always able to express to my surroundings
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Conclusions
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